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Clean tech:

3 ploneers
greening

real estate

How the industry is harnessing the power of
clean tech to reduce its environmental impact

Words Nicky Wightman, Director of Emerging Trends, Savills

lean tech refers to the technologies that
seek to reduce the environmental impact of
human activities, to significantly reduce the
consumption of natural resources, or to
mitigate the effects of climate change. This encompasses
arange of technologies, including renewable energy,
waste management or industrial process improvements.

Investor interest in the sector has grown rapidly. In 2020 it
accounted for 11% of total global venture capital investment,
up from 5% in 2015. Investors are allocating $3.8 million to
each deal, 30% more than the all-sector average.

The built environment is responsible for 39% of all
carbon emissions, so real estate has to be part of the
solution, whether it is reducing the operational emissions
of buildings - which make up 28% of global emissions —
or the embodied carbon emissions in a building, which
account for the remaining 11% (data from the International
Energy Agency).

We talk to the founders of three platforms that are
bringing fresh ideas and clean tech to real estate...

By 2050, I'd like

the circular economy
to be ingrained in
people's behaviour
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Around five years ago, the bank | worked for was
moving to offices just across the road. The facilities
management team asked what people wanted for their
new workstations, and | wondered why we didn’t just
move the existing chairs and desks with us. | thought it
was crazy - not just the waste, but the cost, too.

So | created Globechain, a B2B reuse marketplace to link
companies with other businesses, charities and individuals
to make unwanted construction and fit-out materials
available to those who need them.

We also track where everything goes for companies’
ESG data. During the past three years we have saved
7,300 tonnes from landfill, but that is a drop in the
ocean of worldwide waste.

By 2050, I'd like the circular economy to be ingrained
in people’s behaviour. The real estate industry has become
alot more focused on ESG in recent years and companies
are now more aware of what it costs to throw things away.

However, we need more scalable solutions to reduce waste.
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